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Introduction 
 

In late 2015, the District and Board of Education made the decision to begin discussion of a bond 
referendum to address our building needs, health and safety enhancement, storage, and innovations 
such as learning commons. The District conducted a building condition survey in the spring of 2016 and 
presented it to the Board of Education. BBS Architects was hired in February 2017, at which time they 
reviewed all previous reports as well as the building condition survey. They then analyzed the District’s 
roof master plan and the Greenacres building study. In addition, BBS conducted its own building studies 
to better understand the needs of the school buildings.  

To gain further feedback from our community, a survey was prepared and made available through a 
web link. It is important to note that this was a preliminary survey and no decision has been made to 
establish specific projects.  

The District received completed surveys from 718 respondents. We extend our thanks to all respondents 
who took the time to complete the survey. Your feedback is extremely important to us.  

The District has and will continue to meet with small groups of stakeholders, as well as individual 
building teams, students, parents and staff. We want to ensure that the final bond proposal fully 
addresses the District’s educational needs and provides for sustainable infrastructure improvements.. 
We encourage our community to continue to attend Board of Education meetings, where we will discuss 
the details of this evolving bond project.  
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Questions and Responses 
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How would you BEST identify yourself? 
 

 

 

A resident with children who attend the Scarsdale Public Schools.   488 

A resident with no school-age children.        18 

A resident with children who previously attended Scarsdale Public Schools.  105 

A resident with children who will attend Scarsdale Public Schools in the future.  26 

A resident who is age 62 or over.       15 

A member of the Scarsdale Public Schools staff.      66 
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If you are a parent/guardian and have children attending the Scarsdale 
Public Schools, what school(s) do they attend?  
 

 

 

Edgewood School     50 

Fox Meadow School     61 

Greenacres School     183 

Heathcote School     40 

Quaker Ridge School     49 

Scarsdale Middle School    175 

Scarsdale High School     165 
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Where do you get your information and news about school-related 
issues? 

 

School emails/texts     604 

Teachers/school staff     289 

Newspaper      438 

Other parents      395 

My children      246 

School website      306 

Facebook      85 

Friends/neighbors     350 

School direct mailings/flyers    286 

Responses Other (please specify): 
Board of Education Meetings; Scarsdale10583.com; PTA; Greenacres Neighborhood Association  
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How would you BEST describe your awareness about the conditions of 
our District’s facilities? 

 

  

Excellent – I am fully aware of the conditions of our facilities.   180 

Good – I know the basic facts, but not all the details about the  
conditions of our facilities.       441 

Fair – I know very little about the conditions of our facilities.   84 

Poor – I know nothing about the conditions of our facilities.     13 
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Please offer your opinion of the Scarsdale Public Schools 
performance in each category. 

 

Very  Somewhat Neutral  Somewhat Very  No 
positive  positive    negative negative Opinion  

Academic 
quality  456  218  22  9  3  8 

Community 
relations 197  248  125  82  55  8 

Health & 
Safety  270  226  126  58  19  16 

Facilities 124  271  153  117  44  7 

Fiscal 
responsibility 159  226  176  88  38  26 
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How have you voted on school bonds in the past 10 years?  

 

Always voted yes.     253 

Always voted no.     10 

Voted both yes and no.     126 

Would rather not respond.    85 

Have never voted.     158 

Not a Resident.      86 
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Based on the presentation by BBS Architects, what do you think 
should be done with each of the following school buildings in 
the upcoming bond proposal? 

  

Maintain Renovate Expand   Not Enough Info 
     

Edgewood School  174  156  52  300 

Fox Meadow School  201  150  42  285 

Greenacres School  70  228  227  160 

Heathcote School  256  105  41  268 

Quaker Ridge School  334  80  9  249 

Scarsdale Middle School 262  143  66  208 

Scarsdale High School  242  168  51  219 

 

Other Responses (214):  
Focus on Greenacres and whether it is cost-effective to expand/renovate or build new; Construction and 
how that will affect students in the building; Do not support building a new school for Greenacres; Air 
conditioning in all schools; Support the findings of the architects; Modern and innovate facilities; Need 
cost proposal for each school 
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What potential architectural design solutions do you feel 
should be explored at the elementary schools? 

 

 

Innovative possibilities for student learning    474 

Individual classroom environments     403 

Overall space issues, including location and configuration  389 

Food service and dining facilities     289 

Enhancements for storage and materials    140 

Fields and grounds spaces      214 

Sustainability efforts       293 

Other Responses (152): 
Safety and Infrastructure of each building; Solar panels; Focus on Greenacres; Air conditioning and 
improved air quality/ventilation; Enhance technology; Enhance security; Dining facilities at the 
elementary schools 
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Please rank the following areas by the priority they should be 
given in determining which facility improvements should be 
included in the proposal ultimately presented to the 
community for vote. (Please rank them on a scale of 1-5, with 1 
being the most important for the District.) 

 

1 2 3 4 5 

Improvements to instructional areas.   413 142 52 33 56 

Improvements to building infrastructure.  335 192 78 40 51 

Addition of elementary commons which will  
provide a space for District operated food  
service and community gathering spaces.  102 128 181 112 165 

Storage space enhancements.    30 77 182 176 196 

Security vestibules at the Elementary Schools.  185 146 146 88 117 

Security vestibule at the Middle School.   164 151 137 97 127 
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Learning Resource Center Enhancement at  
the High School.     100 164 186 93 107 

Centralized air conditioning for classrooms.  143 136 131 95 182 

How important is it to you that the District create security 
vestibules at ALL elementary schools? 

 

 

Very important     193 

Important     196 

Neutral      153 

Not important     61 

Not necessary     69 

Not enough information   46 
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How important is it to you that a Commons learning space be 
created to serve as a large and small-scale collaboration for 
students and teachers, additional parent community meeting 
space, and District-operated food service and indoor activities 
center at Edgewood, Fox Meadow, Greenacres and Heathcote 
elementary schools to match the similar space at Quaker Ridge? 
 

 

 

Very important     78 

Important     204 

Neutral      163 

Not important     127 

Not necessary     99 

Not enough information   47 
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How important is it to you that the District enhance the music 
spaces at ALL elementary schools? 

 

 

Very important     46 

Important     183 

Neutral      256 

Not important     111 

Not necessary     70 

Not enough information   52 
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How important is it to you that the District add a security 
vestibule to the main entrance at Scarsdale Middle School? 
 

 

 Very important     160 

Important     178 

Neutral      157 

Not important     83 

Not necessary     73 

Not enough information   67 
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How important is it to you that the District enhance student 
gathering, dining and community space at Scarsdale Middle 
School? 
 

 

 Very important     59 

Important     145 

Neutral      193 

Not important     113 

Not necessary     136 

Not enough information   72 
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How important is it to you that the District create an outdoor 
student-centered space outside the library at Scarsdale Middle 
School? 
 

 

 Very important     33 

Important     100 

Neutral      235 

Not important     148 

Not necessary     110 

Not enough information   92 

 

  



 18 
 

 

How important is it to you that the District enhance the 
Learning Resource Center at Scarsdale High School? 
 

 

 Very important     73 

Important     189 

Neutral      181 

Not important     89 

Not necessary     52 

Not enough information   134 
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How important is to you that any bond referendum contain 
elements of sustainability? 
 

 

Very important     153 

Important     260 

Neutral      160 

Not important     51 

Not necessary     43 

Not enough information   51 
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How strongly would you support a bond referendum which 
included an air conditioning solution for all occupied spaces in 
the District? 
 

 

Strongly support    144 

Support      214 

Oppose      138 

Strongly oppose    92 

Undecided     130 
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How strongly would you support a bond referendum which 
exceeds tax neutrality? 
 

 

 

Strongly support    86 

Support      207 

Oppose      130 

Strongly oppose    115 

Undecided     180 
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Additional Comments 
 

The District received 276 additional comments from the survey. Below is a list of recurring themes: 

• Greenacres – Provide cost analysis for renovation vs. a new building. Explain what happens 
during construction and how this affects students. 

• The health and safety of our children should be a top priority.  
• Important that any renovation or construction be done in a sustainable way.  
• Ensure fiscal responsibility. 
• Use of a learning commons and is it necessary? 
• Improve ventilation in buildings. 
• Cost of projects and increases to taxes. 
• Preservation of Greenacres field.  
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